Research all scholarship criteria first! Read all of the
scholarship requirements, criteria, and directions care-
fully. They each have their own criteria and may have
additional requirements such as the essay topic.

Complete the application in full. If a question “requires”
an answer — ANSWER IT COMPLETELY. List all other col-
leges attended, all activities involved in, and household
information.

Follow directions. If you don’t understand the instruc-
tions, ask for help from the Financial Aid/Scholarship
Office.

Did you submit all the required documents? A separate
High School GPA Verification Form is required for seniors
and students with no prior college units. If other college
transcripts are not evaluated by the Records Office you
may be excluded from certain scholarships.

Letters of Recommendation are important. Make sure
you inform the person making the recommendation what
you are applying for so they can address certain aspects
about you in their recommendation. Let them know when
to expect the email request and when the deadline is for
submission.

Make sure your personal statement makes an impres-
sion. The key to writing a strong essay, or personal
statement, is to be personal and specific. Include unique
circumstances, community and school involvement, your
dreams and goals. Make sure your essay fits the scholar-
ship you are applying for.

Watch out for deadlines. To help keep you on track,
impose a deadline on yourself that is at least two weeks
before the stated deadline. Use this time to proofread your
application before you submit it. DON'T PROCRASTINATE.

Give it a final “once-over.” Proofread the entire appli-
cation carefully. Be on the lookout for misspelled words
or grammatical errors. Ask a friend, teacher or parent to
proofread it as well.

Remember - your scholarship application represents
you! Your ability to submit a neat, timely, and complete
application is a reflection of you. It’s your face to the orga-
nization. Take pride in yourself by submitting your best
application.

You are an award winner! If you are awarded a scholar-
ship, always, always, always send a thank you card to the
donor. They need to know that their money will help you
succeed and that you appreciate their generosity.

www.collegeanswer.com
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Fresno City College Scholarship applications open January 1
and must be submitted online by March 2 through FCC Schol-
arship Manager.

Go to www.fresnocitycollege.edu, click on For Students and
scroll down to “Financial Aid & Scholarships” = “Scholar-
ship Opportunities” for application and instructions. Students
need to complete the FCC scholarship online to be consid-
ered for any of our scholarships. However, some donors may
require additional documents and/or interviews/auditions
from their applicants. Please refer to each scholarship cri-
teria for more information. To view each scholarship criteria
online, click on the Scholarship Listing link.

The application consists of 7 pages. You will need to provide
the following to complete the application process:

Must have SSN or Fresno City College ID# to apply

Must have your own email address to apply. You
can create a free account through Gmail, Hotmail,
or Yahoo.com, however, the State Center Commu-
nity College District will assign you an email from
the college that you should use for all your college
communications

High School students AND students with NO
PRIOR COLLEGE UNITS COMPLETED: Submit the
Scholarship GPA Verification Form (located on the
website) to your high school registrars office to be
completed by an authorized official and submitted
to FCC Scholarship Office by March 2,

Two Letters of Recommendation must be
submitted online (need email addresses of rec-
ommenders)

Must submit personal statement or autobiographi-
cal essay online (type document in WORD, copy
and paste into application)

For more information contact Cathie Johnson at the FCC
Scholarship Office at (559) 442-8293 or
fax (559) 265-5728.
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The FCC Scholarship web page contains a listing of our scholarships’ criteria, the application link, and other valuable resources.

The first step in writing a winning scholarship essay is to fol- Other types of questions asked on scholarship essays have to
low directions. do with personality traits or unique circumstances, community
and school involvement, and your dreams or goals. Be specific
about any hardships you have encountered during your life.

The essay should captivate the readers and make them care . :
This makes you unique.

about you. Remember the purpose of these essays are to see
how well you can express yourself in words that will allow the
donor or committee to get to know you. Next, create an outline. Too many application essays are

written without structure, jumping from point to point and

Read the scholarship requirements before starting your essay. rambling on without connecting one thought to another.

Some may ask for a specific topic, for example, your ethnic-

ity or field of study. Always address any questions asked in Some simple mistakes made in writing scholarship essays

the donor’s criteria. are spelling, punctuation, and grammar. Ask a friend to read
the essay out loud.

Following these steps may take some
extra time, but remember:

Time spent equals money earned!



